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Appendix B
Trending Topic Rubric

	Objectives
	4 Points
	3 points
	2 points
	1 point
	Score

	Headline
	Headline/title, intro and image (suggest royalty free resources images) captures reader’s attention and accurately describes content
	Headline/title, intro and image accurately describes content; interesting enough to grab attention
	Headline/title, intro and image describes only a portion of the content; grabs some of the reader’s attention
	Headline/title, intro and image does not describe content; nor capture reader’s attention
	 

	Use of news article(s)
 
	Accurate and clear identification of evidence related to the trending news; avoids personal bias
	Sources are cited and identified; information is accurate; avoids personal bias
	Only some sources are cited; not all sources properly identified; may contain personal bias
	One or fewer sources are cited; or sources are improperly identified; contains personal bias
	 

	Provides an analysis of the article
	Comprehensively appraises:
Study design and methodology
Applicability, reliability and validity of the research
Any bias, study limitations
	Provides appraisal for the following but some areas are weak:
Study design and methodology
Applicability, reliability and validity of the research
Any bias, study limitations
	Provides weak appraisal for some of these, but not all:
Study design and methodology
Applicability, reliability and validity of the research
Any bias, study limitations
	Limited appraisal is provided
	 

	Interesting, Effective Writing Style
 
 
	Writing is conversational; active voice; concrete/solid practice recommendations provided
	Writing is adequate; may be wordy or voice passive or unclear; practice recommendations provided
	Writing lacks a clear voice; is wordy or redundant; unclear practice recommendations provided
	Writing lacks a clear voice; practice recommendations not adequately provided
	

	Grammar and Spelling
	Trending topic is well edited and there are no grammatical or spelling errors
	Contains a few grammatical or spelling errors
	There are more than 3 grammatical and/or spelling errors
	There are quite a number of grammatical and spelling errors
	 

	Format 
 
	Follows Trending Topic Style Guide and template including guidelines for word count, titling, additional content and referencing
Information is in descending order of importance; strongly organized with clear flow 
	Generally follows Trending Topic Style Guide and template
Organization and flow of information is adequate
	Follows only a few items in the Trending Topic Style Guide and template
Information is a little disorganized; lacks effective flow
	Doesn’t follow Trending Topic Style Guide and template
Information is disorganized; does not flow well
	 

	
	24
	18
	12
	6
	Total 
/24
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